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As we bring this 5 week series we/ve been on to a close, I’m asking God to 
show us what it means to breakout and go all-in for his mission. 

This is a call for you not to just be a spectator with His mission, but to go 
all-in with it. To not just be a fan of Jesus, but to be a follower of Jesus. 
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We/ve been looking at 5 people in the Old Testament who broke out and 
went all in on the mission of God. Today is our 5th and final message. This 
has been a challenging series, and I know it/s been a lot! Next week I’m 
going to start a new series through the book of Romans. And we will 
spend most of this year navigating through it. I can’t wait for what God is 
going to teach us and how we are going to grow this year. But today, let’s 
finish this breakout series strong! Today we’ll be in Joshua 5. Moses has 
died and the mantle of leadership has fallen to Joshua. Joshua is tasked 
with leading Israel into the Promised Land, and his first major challenge is 
Jericho, the most fortified city in the world. This scene here in Joshua 5 
takes place on the eve of that battle.  
Now, as you can imagine, Joshua is pretty nervous. War is imminent. Israel 
is armed and ready to fight. This is Joshua/s first true moment of 
leadership. So, understandably, he is having a little trouble sleeping and so 
he goes out and takes a walk; out late at night, all by himself. He/s killing 
time. Probably praying. 
[5:13] When Joshua was by Jericho, which indicates he was right up by 
the walls of the city. 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...he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, a man was standing before 
him with his drawn sword in his hand. And Joshua went to him and said to 
him, õAre you for us, or for our adversaries?” 
......ö<am>\÷>�XYpøl�ùsc#ú>VçûüT'()nL
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Now, first, let’s acknowledge that Joshua is a man/s man. He/s right by the 
enemies wall and he encounters a strange man in the dark with his sword 
drawn. A lesser man, like me, would have been out of there in a hurry... but 
not Joshua. Joshua goes over challenges the guy to a fight. If you write in 
your bible, write this next to this verse: Joshua is the Chuck Norris of 
Israel. 

And Joshua went to him and said to him, õAre you for us, or for our 
adversaries?” [14] And he said, õNo; but I am the commander of the army 
of the LORD. Now I have come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth 
and worshiped and said to him, õWhat does my lord say to his servant?” 
[15] And the commander of the LORD's army said to Joshua, õTake off 
your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy.” 
And Joshua did so.
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OK, 1st of all, who is this that Joshua encounters? Well, a few clues: 1: 
he/s called the commander of the Lord; 2: Joshua worships this guy 
without being rebuked, which you/re not allowed to do to an angel; 3: He/s 
referred to as õthe Lord” in the next chapter (6:2). This is what theologians 
call a õtheophany,” or an Old Testament, pre-nativity appearance of God in 
human form. This is Jesus. 

You/re getting a glimpse of Jesus before he shows up in a manger in 
Bethlehem. How mind blowing is that. Well, as we are thinking about our 
relationship to Jesus, I want to point out several key things regarding the 
invitation of Jesus. There has always been just one way to follow Jesus, 
both in the Old or New Testament. 4 things—these are so important. Jesus 
invites us... 
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1. To Surrender  

He doesn/t come as someone to get onto our side; he comes as one to 
whom we surrender. A lot of us have realized that God needs to be a part 
of our lives. We certainly don/t want him to be our adversary. We need him 
in our family; we need him because things in life are overwhelming us; or 
when we die we don/t want to go to hell. So when we come to God we 
want to know,õHow much do I have to do, and what do I have to do, to get 
you on my side?” Our questions are things like, õHow much do I have to 
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give you? How much do I have to go to church? How well do I have to 
keep the commandments?”  
And I’ll just say…This is a completely wrong way of approaching Jesus for 
two reasons.
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1. You can never bargain your way into salvation. 

You can never do enough. The gospel is that you could never be good 
enough to earn God/s love. It was something Jesus did for you by living a 
perfect life, the life you should have lived, and then dying on a cross, the 
death you should have died, in your place.  
2. Jesus is the Commander of the Universe. He/s not someone to get on 
your side; he/s someone to whom you surrender. Jared Wilson says it this 
way, õThe only deal God is willing to make with you is his gift of  
righteousness for your absolute surrender.”  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So here is my question: How do you approach God? Not, are you doing 
enough to get him on your side, but have you surrendered to Him? Over 
the past year we’ve seen this a lot as we’ve navigated a pretty challenging 
political season. (And I know everybody gets a little nervous as soon as I 
bring up the “P” word). Well, in case you missed it, everybody wants to 
enlist God on their side. And there is certainly a place for discussing which 
positions best represent a biblical approach to the issues... but Jesus has 
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his own mission, and it/s not embodied in any political platform. Jesus/&
mission was to save sinners and make disciples and build his church. The 
most important question is not, õIs God on your side, but have you joined 
up with his mission, his agenda?”  
Because of this, when it comes to money, rather than saying, õHow much 
do I have to give to God so I can go on about my life?” You should look at 
all of your money is his, given to you for his purposes and his mission. And 
say, õJesus, what do you want me to do with this money? It is all yours, 
and I am a soldier in your army.” 
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That leads me to #2. Jesus invites us... 2. ...To Follow  

Now it may not have been written on Joshua’s battle plan…but God is 
going to be the one doing the fighting in this battle. He doesn/t need 
Joshua to fight the battle for him; Yes, God is going to use Joshua in the 
battle, but that/s fundamentally different. In fact, what he is going to tell 
Joshua to do, would be strange and illogical. God tells Joshua to walk 
around the walls of Jericho 7 times and then yell and blow trumpets and 
God would knock the walls down. Now, let’s be honest, God didn/t need 
Joshua to shout to knock the walls down. Right? He could have done that 
part all by himself. But he chose to use Joshua. 

This is an extremely important point. At no point does God tell us to go do 
fight the battle for him. But… God invites us to follow Him as he fights the 
battle through us. Doesn’t that take all the pressure off? The Bible never 
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starts with what we need to do; it always begins with what God has 
already done.
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In Matthew 28:19 we find our marching orders, knows as the great 
commission…Here is our job.&õgo into all the world and preach the gospel 
and make disciples of all nations.” That sounds like we have a lot to do for 
Jesus…but do you know what the first thing he told them to do was? Wait! 
In Acts 1:4 He’s says to wait for the promos of the Father. Which was 
the promise of the Holy Spirit. You know some of the disciples were type-A 
and were like, õWait? We/ve got to get the gospel to every nation. We can/t 
wait, not even a second! We/ve got to get a conference organized. Peter, 
together a preaching tour? John, write a book.” But Jesus said to wait. 
Why? Because he wanted them to understand that they wouldn/t build the 
church for him; he would build it through them. Did Jesus say, in Matthew 
16:18 õYou will build my church, and the gates of hell will not prevail 
against it?” No. He said, õI will build my church, and the gates of hell will 
not prevail against it.” 
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This makes such a huge difference in how you approach God and the 
mission of God. The question is not, õHow do we accomplish the mission 
and save the world?” I/ve told you that question leads to constant guilt, 
feeling overwhelmed, and discouragement. I know, because I/ve lived in 
that space for most of my life. 

God has given us everything for our identity, He gave us everything for our 
peace and security, everything for our freedom, everything for our hope, 
everything for our justification before God, and all the spiritual gifts, 
resources and tools to do what He’s called us to do.

Our job is just to follow Jesus and obey what He asks of us. I/ve been 
trying to push you to this over the last several weeks. Are you listening to 
the Holy Spirit in how he guides you? 

Did you know that the Holy Spirit, the third person of God, shows up in 59 
places in the book of Acts. In 36 of those He is speaking, guiding them 
and leading them in mission, speaking through them. So I ask…Is he 
speaking to you and guiding you in ministry? If not, are you walking with 
the Holy Spirit? Listen, I understand that there are some unique things 
happening in the book of Acts, but I am NOT one of those who believe we 
have a fundamentally different relationship to the Holy Spirit than what we 
see in those early Christians. 
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They were led by Him in the mission; they depended on Him; they were 
sensitive to Him and they followed Him. Do you follow the Spirit of God? 
Do you get up every day and say, õHoly Spirit, show me where you want to 
use me today and who you want to use me with. Put words in my mouth 
to encourage others; to warn others; to tell them about Jesus.” 

For this series, I/ve asked you specifically, õAre you following Him in 
giving?” Listen: Just about every impulse I have in my heart to give, I try to 
obey. You say, õWhat if it/s not the Holy Spirit, but the devil?” I/m not sure 
what is on the official list of things Satan prompts you to do, but I/m pretty 
sure sacrificial giving is not on that list. So I assume it/s God and I give it. 
Have you listened to the Holy Spirit for what you should give? 
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Any time I talk about listening to the Holy Spirit, I believe it’s important to 
say a few important cautions. First, the Spirit of God never leads 
contrary to the Word of God. He/s not going to ever lead you to leave 
your husband, or have an affair, or you teenagers can never come home 
and say, õGod has led me to have sex with my girlfriend or told me it was 
ok to use drugs.” 

Second, we are called to follow Jesus, obey, and He will be our guide. 
The Apostles weren/t waiting on the Spirit to tell them to preach the gospel 
or get involved in the mission. Jesus has already told us to do that. The 
Holy Spirit is guiding them as they do it. It/s kind of like riding a bike. You 
start pedaling and then you steer. You start obeying, and the Holy Spirit 
will guide you as do it. I point this out because people can have the 
tendency to sit around and wait on God to tell them do something he/s 
already told us to do. I can assure you that if you are not actively in 
ministry, using your spiritual gifts, telling other people about Jesus, making 
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disciples, pouring yourself out in the church and in the community, and 
giving sacrificially, you are not walking with the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit 
only steers moving ships. 
The point is that Jesus calls us to follow. He doesn/t need us to do 
anything for him, but he calls for us to let Him do the impossible through 
us. Or I love what Tozer said, õGod is looking for people through whom he 
can do the impossible. What a pity we plan only the things we can do by 
ourselves.”
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So, Jesus invites us #1 to SURRENDER; #2 to FOLLOW; 3. ...To Worship.  

When Joshua sees Jesus he immediately hits the deck; he verbalizes his 
surrender; and then he takes off his shoes—an Old Testament sign of deep 
respect for something holy. That/s God/s first and primary agenda for us: 
worship. Why? He doesn/t need us. Remember what happens in this story. 
God knocks down the walls. He is after our hearts! You worship whatever 
you put ultimate value on. Whatever you feel like you have to have for life  
and security. For many of you, that thing is money. So you fall on your face 
and cling to it and surrender to do what it says and show the utmost 
respect for it. Jesus wants you to replace money with Him. Where you see 
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Him as ultimate. Remember Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.
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Jesus wants to be our primary source of significance and security. Where 
we look at money and we say, õGod, I don/t need all this for beauty and 
significance in my life because you are my beauty and significance. I don/t 
need to spend all my money filling my life with pleasures because YOU are 
my pleasure. I don/t need to save it all for my security because you are my 
security.”  
So he commands us to give to get the idols out of our hearts. Generosity 
is not about our money (he doesn/t need that); it/s about where we have 
given our hearts (we need that). Generosity is not something he wants 
from us but something he wants for us. So to that end I/ve given you a few 
questions to consider about your giving: 

What does what you do with your money show that you most love?  
What does what you do with your money show that you most trust in 
What does what you do with your money reveal about what kingdom 
you are serving?  
What statement does your giving to God make about his value to you?  
!"�Ke12æ]7XF#·]c^T12mQ�ÿ:“@A>1#ÆNx
\�]7\cÌÖ´Í7OÇ>VeW,U1#´Í7OÇT”1\�]Î1
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These are questions not about what God needs…they are about the idols 
of your heart. The inward look to know if money (or anything else) has 
replaced God as your primary source of security and delight. Jesus is such 
a better God than money. God never loses value; he never enters a 
recession; and he/s not dependent on who sits in the Oval Office. Listen: 
our giving problems are always worship problems. 


I guarantee you: If you don/t give generously, it/s because money is more 
of a source of pleasure or security to you than Jesus. Worshipping Jesus is 
the way to joyful, cheerful giving. You/re my treasure; you/re my trust. I can 
obey you in giving, whatever you say, because I don/t need money for 
either of these things. Or, you could say it like this: õIn Christ, I can give up 
all that I have, because in Christ, I have all that I need.” Listen to 
Philippians 3:7-8 from the message version.
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Yes, all the things I once thought were so important are gone from my life. 
Compared to the high privilege of knowing Christ Jesus as my Master, 
firsthand, everything I once thought I had going for me is insignificant—
dog dung. I/ve dumped it all in the trash so that I could embrace Christ 
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and be embraced by him. I didn/t want some petty, inferior brand of 
righteousness that comes from keeping a list of rules when I could get the 
robust kind that comes from trusting Christ—God/s righteousness. 
�U1(ÈHe|1�î#>1ÊjVmn�0E�ï#T 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Maybe the reason your heart has been moved in this series to joyful 
generosity is that you/ve never really been saved by Jesus. You/ve been 
religious, but Jesus has never changed your heart so that you see Him as 
your God and your King and your soul/s delight, and what you need most 
is not to beat yourself up about giving, but to be saved and have your 
heart changed by Jesus. 
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Lastly today, Jesus invites us... 4. ...To Victory  

When Joshua encounters Jesus, he has his sword raised. The raised 
sword of Jesus means he is ready to fight. Friends, Jesus has never raised 
his sword and lost a battle. In Matthew 28:18 when Jesus says, õAll 
authority is given to me in heaven and in earth, therefore go...” 


Essentially He is raising his sword again. Victory is assured. The Great 
Commission begins with the Great Announcement of victory. Great 
sacrifices for the Great Commission come from great confidence that 
Jesus will do what he said he would. That his mighty sword is raised. 

Do you believe this? Does how you spend your money show that you 
believe it? Do you realize how short this life is... that you and I have one 
shot to make an impact on eternity?  
When the Confederacy tried to secede from the Union, they started to 
print their own money. And, for a while in the South, you could use either 
Confederate or American money. Well, after the war was over there was a 
short period in which people were still using this Confederate money, but 
everybody could see where it was going. What would the smart person do 
with their Confederate money if they had any? Spend it! Trade it in for 
Union money. Why? Because you can see in just a short time it/s not going 
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to have any value! The foolish person is the one who saved that money 
and tried to hang onto it. If you see that this world is passing away, and 
that your life here is relatively short, why would you not invest as much of 
it as you can in eternity?  
Do you really believe what the gospel says about eternity? Does what you 
do with your money show that you believe it? ~�>!"$%12…
4 .……KJ&
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Awakening Church: Jesus’ sword is drawn. We win! It/s going to be worth 
it! Will you breakout and go õAll-In”? We have to live our lives from the 
perspective of eternity. This past week, one of my best childhood friends 
dad passed away from a 2-year battle with liver cancer. Through the 
grieving, I’ve been forced into thinking about how short this life is…and 
what I’m truly living for. I’m reminded of the words from the missionary C.T. 
Studd, he said, “If Jesus Christ be God and died for me, then no 
sacrifice is too great for me to give for Him.”  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At the end of John Bunyan/s Pilgrim/s Progress, he has a scene where the 
pilgrims enter heaven. Bunyan depicts death as a deep, cold, rapidly-
flowing river. Bunyan said, 


This river has been a terror to many; the thought of it have often frightened 
me. But now, standing here, it seems easy—the waters are indeed to the 
palate bitter, and to the stomach cold, yet the thoughts of what I am going 
to and the life that waits for me on the other side doth lie as a glowing coal 
in my heart... My toilsome days are ended. I am going now to see that 
head that was crowned with thorns, and that face that was spit upon for 
me. 

I have formerly lived only by faith; but now I go where I shall live by sight, 
and shall be with him in whose company I delight myself. I have loved to 
hear my Lord spoken of on earth; and wherever I have seen the print of his 
shoe in the earth, there I have yearned to set my foot also... His voice to 
me has been most sweet; and his countenance I have desired more than 
the sun. His word I did gather for my food and as medicine for my 
weaknesses. 

And Bunyan writes, as the pilgrim said these things, õHis countenance 
changed,” he looked upward, and he said, õTake me, for I come unto 
thee,” and he slipped into heaven.

Æ4�3:!"#0ÑùsT12²o!7UÄ«#!W3*+EFGHIË?1
256/¥t#7�cÆ�T@8>18=~ò#��¶X#;9j|:;
ØÇoë,¶�á¸oTj<ùx>1_�z{pÆU�Sÿ!……H�1
�Q#ÚÛ<#URST1�Õo:�ôC.T.B'¾#N>Lÿ>“�:!"
mnUj>Ee1dª>ýS1eÅÜE#¯°,e�RSU�«\êe
#T”&

j'E·=>#ÂzêàêÃ#5?>L�XY@;b³wz�#ÄÅT=>
RªABCKX|�äèDEèFG#HIT=>ÿ,&

7|HMµ�psnJK;X�n�>1,ÎÎLMTËUÊj>ûj7l>
N|�OÄ——PQÕcUR#>SUT#>�dX�n14]á#�W7
jUXô9Q1#Æ�>V�XWXY#Zj1ul……1[R#.256
oT1Êj]ámmý\]^#_>ýe1`ab#cT&

	 	  of 14 16



1/È�dhu�QT¢Êj1]áême#�W>|1³³#pjXÕT
1³´7pj�@��1#·;��1jÙlmnL#T(>1�f[R1#
S}¢jýl……LV1ÿN#'°ÍÎg´;1hiL#çO>J�hi.
_T1�üjdoL#N½Ee1#kÉ7Ïl1#mß#noT&

=>=�>@;bÿ7\N#=ï>“L#c²÷o>”Lp_h[>ÿ>“±
16[>Ve1ceWT”��L,q³oz�T

Follow me, Jesus said. I promise you, it/s worth it. Think about your life 
from the perspective of eternity. And today as we close, I ask the most 
important question of all…what have you done with Jesus? When you 
think about eternity (and now for that matter) this is the question.

The Bad News is that according to Romans 3:10 there is none righteous…
meaning that no one is in right standing with God. Because of sin, We all 
fall short and the punishment is eternal spiritual death. However, the good 
news…the gospel… is the truth that in His love for us, God the Father sent 
God the Son to earth to become a man. Jesus was born without a sin 
nature, and lived a sinless life. He allowed himself to be crucified, and as 
he hung on the cross, God the Father took all of our sins, put them on 
Jesus and punished him in our place.
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1 Peter 2:24 says He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we 
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds you have been 
healed.


Jesus took the punishment we deserved, and he died. His body was 
placed in a tomb, and on the third day he came back from the dead, never 
to die again. God in his love and grace has overcome our two greatest 
enemies: sin and death. And those who acknowledge to Jesus that they 
are sinners, and trust Him to forgive and save them…they will be forgiven 

	 	  of 15 16



and given the gift of abundant and eternal life with God. Would you pray 
today and surrender you life to Jesus today?

And, today, if you’ve already made a decision to follow Jesus, I ask, have 
you surrendered everything to Him as Lord? I pray that you would. That’s 
the invitation of Jesus.
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