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We summarize our mission as a church through what we call the 4D’s...
depending on Jesus, displaying His love, declaring the gospel, and
deploying on mission to make disciples. Through this mission, we are
called to breakout and go all-in to make Jesus followers in our families, our
neighbors, and our world.
Over the past 2 1/2 years, we’ve seen God show up in God-sized ways in
these areas though the miniseries of Awakening Church. And We want to
do even more in the future. Not to make our name great...but to make the
name of Jesus known where it’s not yet known. To share with others what
has radically and eternally changed my life. So, unapologetically, we are
asking you to breakout and go “all-in.” And, of course, not just with your
finances, but with all of your lives. Are you all-in with the mission of God?
You say, “Well, what does that look like?”
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As a church, we haven’t established church membership yet. In fact, we
were scheduled to have our first membership class in just a few weeks but
we’ve have had to postpone due to circumstances surrounding the
pandemic. For many of you, going through the membership process will be
a formality...but others of you that may be undecided about making
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Awakening Church your home and family. But | want to encourage you as
you go all-in with the mission of God, to make a commitment to
Awakening Church and go all-in on what God has brought us together to
be and do.

Another way to breakout and go all-in with the mission of God is by
connecting to a City Group. We see Group Time as the growth point of
Awakening Church. These gatherings are a safe place where people can
encounter God and find the resources and relationships to nurture

their spiritual growth. Since life is all about relationships, we say that group
time is essential to truly develop meaningful relationships as a church
family. In fact, without it, you can’t grow into who God has created you to
be.
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To be all-in with the mission of God also means that you involved in
ministry. It’s great that you attend worship gatherings and enjoy sitting
under biblical teaching...but are you actively engaging in serving and
ministering to our families, neighbors, and are world?

And lastly, Are you invested financially? As we’ve seen over the past few
weeks, our obedience in regards to our finances is a direct link to our heart
and where we truly find our treasure and trust. Awakening Church: There
should be no spectators in the church. Church is not an event you attend
on the weekend. Or, let me say it like this: You should be Jesus
followers, not just fans.

Across the world, | believe we have a lot of fans of Jesus in the church, but
not nearly as many followers. So, today, we want to consider what it looks
like to sacrifice for the mission. Last week | explained that gospel-
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centered generosity starts with the understanding that God doesn't need
your money... Which is different than how many of you have heard people
talk about money. You have to give because “poor little God” is out of cash
and you need to spot him some for his work on earth. Nothing could be
farther from the truth. He doesn’t need anything! And because of that, we

can know that when Jesus talks about generosity, he’s not after our money,
he’s after our hearts.
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That’s why when someone says to me, “| don’t get why | have to be part of
this. | can barely make ends meet as it is, and there are rich people in this
church that have it all, they should be the ones who give.” When someone
says that, | am positive they don’t get “gospel-centered generosity.” We're
not giving because God needs it. Jesus once watched a woman give 2
mites (the smallest coin used in New Testament time...worth about & of a
cent in todays money.) She gives this offering and Jesus said that her gift
had more weight than all the rich people putting in substantial amounts of
money... because God didn’'t need the money. He can take the 2 mites of
the woman and multiply it beyond our wildest imaginations!

Both rich and poor alike should give in a way that reflects a sacrifice of
your heart: something that represents a transfer of treasure and trust from
their heart.
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That’s why David said in our story last week, “I will not give unto the Lord
that which costs me nothing,” because the question is not, "7How much
does God need and am | able to supply it?” the question is “what statement
does my giving make to God?”

Here were the questions to consider:

What does what you do with your money show that you most love?
What does your giving show that you most trust in?

What does what you do with your money reveal about what kingdom
your are serving?

What statement does your giving to God make about his value to
you?
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Our example this week is the people of Israel found in Exodus 35-36. At
this point, Israel had been delivered from political captivity in Egypt. God
has led them through the Red Sea, guiding them with a pillar of cloud by
day and pillar of fire by night. He has fed them manna in the wilderness,
given them water from the rock, and safety from all their enemies. He is
taking them to a Promised Land. Let’s begin in verse 4
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[35:4] Moses said to all the congregation of the people of Israel, “This is the
thing that the LORD has commanded. [5] Take from among you a
contribution to the LORD. Whoever is of a generous heart, let him bring the
LORD's contribution: gold, silver, and bronze; [6] blue and purple and
scarlet yarns and fine twined linen; goats' hair, [7] tanned rams' skins, and
goatskins; acacia wood, [8] oil for the light, spices for the anointing oil and
for the fragrant incense, [9] and onyx stones and stones for setting, for the
ephod and for the breastpiece.

[20] Then all the congregation of the people of Israel departed from the
presence of Moses. [21] And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him,
and everyone whose spirit moved him, and brought the LORD's
contribution... [22] So they came, both men and women. All who were of a
willing heart brought brooches and earrings and signet rings and armlets,
all sorts of gold objects, every man dedicating an offering of gold

to the LORD.
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We find several observations in this text:
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1.They gave in response to the command of God

God was clearly leading them. They weren’t building something for God.
They were cooperating with God as God built something through them. We
see the evidence of God moving in Awakening Church. And we want to
cooperate with Him as he blesses us to be a blessing. We believe we have
just scratched the surface in terms of what God wants to use us to do.
While past grace is a promise of future grace...past obedience isn’t a
promise of future blessing. God is calling us to be obedient today as we
trust His future grace and give in response to His command.
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2. God used their stuff to build His tabernacle

God didn’t need their stuff, of course, but God chooses to use our stuff in
the building of his kingdom. Saying that he chooses to use it, and gives us
an opportunity to participate in it, is different than saying that God needs it.
For example, when Jesus fed the 5000, he used a lunch of 5 loaves and 2
fish that a boy gave. Clearly a God that could a miracle like that did not
need the 5 loaves and 2 fish, but he chose to use it. In the majority of
cases, God’s work on earth is facilitated by the gifts of his people. The gifts
that He gave.
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3. They gave in response to grace

First, you have the fact that He delivered them from slavery in Egypt at the
Exodus. If you go back one chapter to Exodus 34... God had spared them
after they made an idol and began to worship it. God had mercy... They
knew God should have destroyed them. In fact, here’s an interesting
observation. It says they gave “brooches and earrings and signet rings
and armlets, all sorts of gold objects...” (vs.22)

Well, where did they get those? When God was leading them out of Egypt,
He caused a spirit of fear to take over the Egyptians and then God told the
Israelites, “now ask them for a contribution”—and these Egyptian
taskmasters just unloaded all this jewelry on the Israelites. This is a
reminder that they are only giving back to God out of what he’s given to
them. They are simply giving back out of the blessing they have received.
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4. They gave in anticipation of the future
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God had promised to make them a blessing to all peoples by bringing the
light of his presence to the nations, and they determined that the gold in
their ears was not as important as the kingdom God was building on earth.
Here’s a cool thought: the blessing that God had promised them is why you
and | are sitting here today—it’s why we have come to know Jesus! Do you
think any of them had any clue that their obedience would mean salvation
for people all over the world? That one day, more than 3K years later, a
group of people from a completely different culture would be worshipping
and rejoicing in the salvation of the God of Abraham that came through
them? What if we had that same anticipation about what God wants to do
throughs us? Let’s not be short-sighted. Instead look to the future with
anticipation of what God can do.
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5. Giving was Spirit-prompted

Listen to these verses:

Exodus 35:5 Take from among you a contribution to the LORD. Whoever is
of a generous heart, let him bring the LORD's contribution...

[35:21] And they came, everyone whose heart stirred him, and everyone
whose spirit moved him, and brought the LORD's contribution to be used
for the tent of meeting, and for all its service, and for the holy garments.
[22] So they came, both men and women. All who were of a willing heart
brought... (an offering) to the LORD.

[35:29] All the men and women, the people of Israel, whose heart moved
them to bring anything for the work that the LORD had commanded by
Moses to be done brought it as a freewill offering to the LORD.
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What do you see? Freedom! No compulsion. Whoever’s heart moved them.
But it also said this:

[35:30] Then Moses said to the people of Israel, “See, the LORD has called
by name Bezalel... [31] and he has filled him with the Spirit of God, with
skill, with intelligence, with knowledge, and with all craftsmanship... [34]
And he has inspired him to teach... [36:2] And Moses called Bezalel... and
every craftsman in whose mind the LORD had put skill, everyone whose
heart stirred him up to come to do the work.

What do you see? The Holy Spirit had put things into their hearts. The Spirit
of God is deeply involved in the giving process, showing you specifically
what you should give. Now, | am NOT saying to only give when you have a
tingly moment and then you throw 5 dollars in the offering box. That’s lunch
money giving. No—Paul says in 1 Corinthians 16 that our giving should be
disciplined and systematic: at the first of every week set it aside. That’s the
firstfruit giving that we discussed last week. We should want to give our first
and best to God because of what He has given us. But along with that, I'm
saying is that you should seek the Spirit’s counsel on how much that should

be. 10% should be our starting point. | encourage you to be open, “be
ready to share,” when the Holy Spirit puts a particular need on your heart.
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6. Everyone had something to contribute

Vs. 20, says “all the congregation of Israel” was involved in this. Then it
starts listing all these different kinds of people. The craftsmen did this;
some of the women did this; and the people who were good with cloth did
this... just this laundry list of different kinds of people. There was something
for everyone; everybody was invited to be involved. You don’t control the
gifts or resources God gives you. But you are responsible with “what

you do” with what God gives you. Which leads me to...
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7. You can’t give what you don’t have

You shouldn’t feel guilty about not being able to give what you don’t have. |
know some of you who were at one point in your life where you could give
a lot, but things have changed now and you can’t. You don’t need to feel
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bad about that. God determines the seasons of your life. You are
responsible to give out of the situation he has currently put you in! This
answers the question for me, by the way, of whether you should give when
you are in debt or going into debt.

To a student who is living on loans. My answer to that is “usually, no.” You
shouldn’t be giving away someone else’s money. But that’s different than
the question of should you give off of your income while you're in debt.
Maybe you have modest income but you've also got credit card bills, school
loans, car payments, a mortgage, and the answer to that is...yes.
Generosity should always be a part of your life and a portion of every
bit of income God brings in to you.
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And lastly number 8,
9. They had to hold a congregational meeting to tell them to stop

giving

| would love to see this happen! All this giving, motivated not by the
perception of a need, but by a grateful heart. The most generous
offerings are not motivated by guilt but by grace.

Look at these verses... [36:5] (They) said to Moses, “The people bring
much more than enough for doing the work that the LORD has commanded
us to do.” [6] So Moses gave command, and word was proclaimed
throughout the camp, “Let no man or woman do anything more for the
contribution for the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from

bringing, [7] for the material they had was sufficient to do all the work, and
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more.

Presenting God as a poor little God who needs our help and he’s
depending on us to save the world might create a little flurry of guilt giving,
but that will either paralyze us or will wear off after a while. However, when
we see how gracious God is and that He is inviting us to be a part of his
plan, that creates joyful, lifelong generosity. God doesn’t need your money.
God wants your heart.
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| mentioned the story from Luke 21. The disciples were standing at the
temple watching an offering one day and evidently they were pretty
impressed with some rich people dropping in some pretty offerings, and
Jesus said to them, “You don'’t get it. | don’t need that money. Their gifts,
even though they are big, don’t represent their hearts. But that woman over
there who gave 2 mites... what she gave represents her heart. | can do
more with that than all those religious people can do with their huge sums
of money.

Another time, a woman comes in to anoint Jesus’ feet with a very
expensive perfume. She begins to weep and pours it out on Jesus’ feet, so
grateful for the grace that Jesus has shown to her. Some of the religious
leaders object and say, “Oh, what a waste. Think about how much good
could that have done for the poor if they had sold that perfume.” And again
Jesus says, “You don'’t get it. | don’t need that money. What | want are gifts
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that represent your heart.”
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God doesn’t invite us to generosity because he needs our money. He
invites us to generosity so that we can give him the sacrifice of our hearts.
God wants us to be overwhelmed by His grace and offer our hearts back to
Him in response, and one of the ways that we do that is through our
money. So the question from Exodus 35—36 is this. If this is how they gave
in response to what they’d seen, how much more should we?

Today, we see more clearly the grace of God than they could see: they had
been delivered from political slavery, but we have been delivered from
judgment and death.

They were building a tabernacle where the presence of God would dwell
and sacrifices would be offered to cover their sins. We see that Jesus made
us his tabernacle and dwells in us and put our sin away forever by offering
the sacrifice of himself. If that’s how they gave in response to what they
saw, how much more should we give in response to what we've seen?
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Now, let's shift over to the New Testament book of 2 Corinthians chapter 9
where Paul articulates the principles we just learned. And in these verses
Paul deals with something that, | believe, keep Christians from giving.

2 Cor 9:6 “The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. [7] Each
one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

[8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.
[10] He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will

supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. [11] You will be enriched in every way to be generous in
every way...”

| believe the main thing that keeps Jesus followers from giving is Fear.

A lot of people want to be generous but they fear, “Well, what if we can’t
make ends meet one day? What if | lose my job? What if the government
destroys our economy?” And so you are torn. Part of you wants to be
generous but you can’t because money is the only lifeline you have for
security in the future. When our back is against the wall, we usually panic.
But panic can paralyze you and keep you from doing what you should do.
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Do you see what Paul is saying? He’s saying, Don’t fear and don’t panic.
But Trust and obey.

Listen to that verse again:

[8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all
sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every good work.
[10] He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will

supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your
righteousness. [11] You will be enriched in every way to be generous in
every way...”

He’s not talking about a name it and claim it strategy or about you doing
stupid things and giving money you don’t have. He’s talking about God
taking care of you when you honor Him with your giving...and giving
generously even when it scares you.

| love Paul’'s analogy of a seed here. Most seeds you can either eat or plant
—but if you plant it, you, of course, lose your ability to eat it (right now
anyways). But when we plant it...when we give it away in faith, trusting that
God will multiply it and give it back to you, you are exercising your faith in
His promises and ability to keep His word. Famers may worry about a
drought after they pant their seeds, BUT the great thing is that with God,
there is never a drought. He is faithful rain or shine. But it’s our nature to
fear when we release control and give it to someone else. That’s not
always a bad thing.

In fact, C. S. Lewis says that unless your level of giving creates fear in you,
you are not giving biblically.
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When you give faithfully and joyfully, God enriches you. Not by adding
luxury to your life. No, He enriches you as verse 10 says, “to multiply your
seed for sowing.” He multiplies your resources not to increase your
Standard of living, but to increase your capacity for giving. Nothing wrong
with enjoying the fruit of your labor, but you realize the reason God
multiplies your resources is to increase your capacity to be involved in the
kingdom. For some of you that God has blessed financially, what would it
look like for you to think of your blessing that way?

Jesus told a story in Luke 12 that really scares me sometimes. A rich man
whose problem was... “what do you do if you have too much stuff to put in
barns? Give it away? He built bigger barns?” There is something about
human nature that wants to hoard it and build bigger barns. God looked
down from heaven and said, “You fool! You thought it was about you!” |
gave you that money to pour out in my kingdom and you kept building
bigger and bigger houses.

Then Paul ends this passage with this. “Thanks be to God for his
inexpressible gift!” 2 Corinthians 9:15
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We give because we are overwhelmed by grace. One chapter back, he
said this: 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he
was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich. 2 Corinthians 8:9

That’s the gospel. That by the grace of God, Jesus came to this earth. He
stepped off the throne and chose to go on a rescue mission. The human
race was spiritually bankrupt and Jesus offered to trade places with us. He
chose to give us access to His eternal riches...I'm talking about a restored
relationship with God. Today, would you acknowledge your spiritual poverty
today and surrender your life to King Jesus? The hope of salvation that He
is offering can’t be found in anyone or anything else.
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