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Breakout

David, 2 Samuel 7 
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We3re in a series called 4Breakout,” in which I am urging you to breakout 
and go 4all-in” with the mission of God. We3re saying… let3s go 4all-in for 
our families; for our neighbors; and for our world.” 

For our families refers to what we3ll pour into ministries right here in our 
church that reach and disciple people. For our neighbors refers to what 
we3ll spend to expand our reach to reach people in our community  
we3re not yet reaching. For our world means what we will invest and give 
give away to see the poor helped and the gospel taken to people who 
have never heard it. 
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This is what we3re called to as a church and I pray that we breakout and 
go all-in on God’s mission. As I mentioned in week one, If you3re new 
here…this isn’t necessarily for you quite yet. But don’t disconnect, 
because I’m certain that God has something specifically for you today. 
One time I made the statement about “this not being for new people,” and 
a young man visiting for the first time stood up on the front row and 
walked out. Don’t be that guy…in many ways this will reveal the heart of 
Awakening Church in where our treasure lies. 
But listen… if this is the church that God has led you to, well, this is the 
mission that God has given to his people, and the local church is His 
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primary instrument for pursuing that mission. So I want to invite you, to 
urge you, to go all-in. We believe that we are at what is called… a kairos 
moment. Which means a God-ordained moment that He is giving us the 
opportunity, invitation, and command to expand our ministries. We need to 
grow our leadership. We need to expand our reach in our city and world. 
We are praying that God would give us a permanent home in Bellevue to 
facilitate the ministry of Awakening Church.
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Last week we read Isaiah 54:2-3 which says, “Enlarge the place of your 
tent, and let the curtains of your habitations be stretched out; do not hold 
back; lengthen your cords and strengthen your stakes. 3 For you will 
spread abroad to the right and to the left, and your offspring will possess 
the nations and will people the desolate cities.
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God commanded them to expand the pegs of their tent—to think of those 
outside Israel that he wanted to bring in. And we believe he is calling us to 
do the same. And we’re not trying to remove the sovereignty of God. God 
gives all the growth. But we have to obey. I acknowledge that in this series 
I am asking you to consider your financial involvement in the mission of 
God here, and I3m asking you to commit to it, which I know for a few of 
you rubs you the wrong way—so let me say a few things. 
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First, if you tend to have a defensive, resentful attitude when this subject is 
brought up, let me at least ask you to consider whether that might indicate 
that something is amiss in your heart in regards to your money. 

You know that little red 4check engine” light that comes on in your car? For 
some of you it’s been on for quite some time. Well for me, that light is a 
completely unhelpful indicator. It comes on, tells me to check the engine... 
and so I do. I open up the hood and check the engine. But, it just looks 
like an engine to me. What I really need is for the engine parts that need 
attention to be waving flags and pointing me. 4Hey, over here... me... right 
here! Fix me.” The engine in its entirety is just too complex to just glance 
at it and figure out what is wrong.  
In the same way, the human heart is too complex to know all that is going 
on within it. But when you have a negative reaction to Jesus3%teaching on 
money (or anything else for that mater), that3s like the check engine light 
showing you something is wrong with your heart. Perhaps the reason you 
dislike discussion of this subject so much is that money is a god that you 
worship, and you don3t like anybody messing with your idol. And maybe 
you should at least be honest with yourself about where your angst about 
this subject comes from.
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I3ve tried to give you ways out of this if you have a different issue. Maybe 
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you were part of a church that abused your trust with money. And maybe 
you don3t trust us, and that3s ok. I3ve encouraged you to find somewhere 
that you can trust the leadership before you do. But as your pastor, I want 
to see you go all-in with Jesus in his mission. I3d love for that to be here, 
but if it3s not, I want it to be somewhere.  
But if God has led you to this church, and if the local church is God3s plan-
A for the execution of his mission, then I believe you should go all-in with 
it, and that certainly has to include our finances.  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This week I want us to consider a question that has plagued me for years. 
To be honest, I3ve been in quite a bit of misery about it. (And, if I am in 
misery about something, I feel like I should drag you along with me.) And 
that is, 4How much am I responsible to give?”  

Here3s my problem: I3m a materialist, and I don3t like parting with my 
money. That3s on one side. On the other side, I3m a legalist, and no matter 
how much I give, I think I ought to be giving more. There3s always more 
need, and so I perpetually feel guilty. I find that Christians fall into 1 of 3 
errors when it comes to giving:
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1. Christians who don3t give. They don3t believe their commitment to 
Christ includes a radical sharing of their resources, even though Jesus had 
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more to say about our money than heaven and hell combined. They are 
the ones who resent when I talk about money precisely because this 
subject reveals their hypocrisy. 

2. Second are what I call 4tithe Christians”: They give 10% to fulfill a 
rule. It3s like a God-tax. You pay God off and get past it. You write your 
check to the penny of the 10% and feel relieved that God is now pleased. 
3. The third are what I call the always-feel-guilty-Christians. No matter 
how much they give, it3s never enough. 

It reminds me of the closing scene of the movie Schindler3s List. The film 
follows Oskar Schindler, a German industrialist who together with his wife 
Emilie saved more than a thousand mostly Polish-Jewish refugees from 
the Holocaust by employing them in his factories during World War II. But 
in that closing scene he breaks down in tears and regret knowing he could 
have saved more people. It’s a moving scene. 
Many of you are like that. You are really generous people, but you still 
wonder, am I giving enough? 
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At different points in my life I3ve been in all 3 categories, and so I want to 
share with you some things God has given me over the last few years that 
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I think have really helped me form a balanced view of money. King David is 
our character today…and he shows us what it looks like to breakout and  
go 4all-in” with your resources. The conclusions might surprise you. Let’s 
begin reading from 2 Samuel 7:1–21 
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1 Now when the king lived in his house and the Lord had given him rest 
from all his surrounding enemies, 2 the king said to Nathan the prophet, 
4See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.”
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At this point in his life, David has been established as the King of Israel. 
God took David from the lowly pasture as a shepherd, to a victorious 
warrior that won battle after battle for Him. And now has made David His 
greatest king. The land is at rest, the kingdom is prospering, and David 
looks around at all God has given him, and then his eyes fall on the 
tabernacle.  
The tabernacle was a tent that God had instructed Israel to construct for 
Him… it’s where his presence dwelt.  
So, David says to Nathan, 4You know, this isn3t right. I live in a nice house 
that smells like cedar, and God lives in a tent. I should build him something 
nicer. Well, Nathan responds like any pastor responds when someone who 
is really wealthy comes to him and says, 4I want to give something to 
God.” He says, vs. 3, And Nathan said to the king, 4Go, do all that is in 
your heart, for the Lord is with you.”
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But now, the plot twist as we keep reading in verse 4: 

4 But that same night the word of the Lord came to Nathan, 5 “Go and tell 
my servant David, �Thus says the Lord: Would you build me a house to 
dwell in? 6 I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 
people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 
tent for my dwelling. 7 In all places where I have moved with all the people 
of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, 4Why have you not 
built me a house of cedar?”’
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As if God is say, 4David, did I say, 4I3m tired of this drafty old tent? You 
think I need you to provide me a cedar house? Cedar is for hamsters, shoe 
trees, and fresh smelling closets. My streets are made of gold. You have 
no idea what my real house looks like up here.” Now, watch this:  

8 Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, �Thus says the 
Lord of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 
you should be prince over my people Israel.

9 And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your 
enemies from before you. And I will make for you a great name…

11 … And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the Lord 
declares to you that the Lord will make you a house.
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So, who is building who a house? David is not building one for God; God 
is building one for David. God didn’t look down from heaven and say, 4Oh, 
at last, someone rich enough to build my kingdom. I'm going to choose 
him because I need his money.” Not a chance! God created all this; he 
doesn3t need anything from us. I love what this next part says:  
ÉÖ(®8yz®?|(?#$\>ízp;í78>#$yz;<TPQ
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iT5¡¢-Í?à´:

18 Then King David went in and sat before the Lord and said, 4Who am I, 
O Lord God, and what is my house, that you have brought me thus far? 

19 And yet this was a small thing in your eyes, O Lord God…

20 And what more can David say to you? For you know your servant, O 
Lord God! 21 Because of your promise, and according to your own heart, 
you have brought about all this greatness, to make your servant know it.
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If you underline stuff in your Bible, underline the word 4sat” in vs. 18 and 
the word%4know” in vs. 21. David started this discussion feeling like he 
needed to do a favor for God. He ends it by sitting and knowing and 
wondering at the glory of God. Don’t miss this…Salvation is not primarily 
about us doing something for God. Salvation is about knowing 
something about God—and sitting in stunned awe in the presence of 
God, amazed and overwhelmed and grateful for what he3s done for us.  
©ªH8+½u0~É-¾¿(É¥8.18/?“µ”n.21/?“UV”-Í
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The house that God would build for David was not a temple made of 
bricks and wood, it was a house built on the sure foundation of Jesus 
Christ at the cost of his own blood. Yes, in Christianity you will do things 
for God, but not because God needs us. We do them because we are  
stunned and amazed at what he3s done for us. I share this because it 
debunks one of the greatest misconceptions about money…that is we 
have to give because God needs our money. 

This is the posture of so many pastors and Bible teachers. And I’m guilty 
of preaching like this before, but I have come to see it as harmful. Our God 
is not a weak, poor God who has needs. 

God made everything with the word of his mouth. He is a limitless supply 
of resources for his mission. He proved this to his disciples over and over. 
He provided for their financial needs out of fish3s mouths. He did more in 
15 minutes with 5 loaves and 2 fish than Bill and Melinda Gates could do 
in 10 lifetimes. God has no needs; he3s never had one; and if he did have 
one he wouldn3t come to us with it.

Look at Psalm 50:12-15 

4If I were hungry, I would not tell you, for the world and its fullness are 
mine.13 Do I eat the flesh of bulls or drink the blood of goats?14 Offer to 
God a sacrifice of thanksgiving, and perform your vows to the Most High, 
15 and call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you shall 
glorify me.”
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Do you see what that shows us? God doesn3t approach us with needs. 
The gospel produces in us a heart of thanksgiving—a heart that wants to 
give back to God; a heart that wants to glorify God and see his kingdom 
come on earth. And we glorify him… not by talking about the great things 
we are doing for him, but by acknowledging the great things he is doing in 
us and through us. So God doesn3t need our money. But he does tell us to 
pour our money into his kingdom, and here is an example to us in 3 ways: 

HUVDU¿]øÖr?PQbB�ñ²w{õ56T��856¢Eö
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1. David wanted to leverage his money for God3s eternal kingdom 


David knew that God3s house was the only one that would last forever, and 
he wanted to leverage his resources to be a part of it. In fact, after God 
turns David down on this request, he says in 2 Chronicles 6:7, 

7 Now it was in the heart of David my father to build a house for the name 
of the Lord, the God of Israel.


And David says in 1 Chronicles 22:5 …I will therefore make preparation for 
it.” So David provided materials in great quantity before his death.

 
David wanted to invest his money in God3s eternal kingdom, which God 
said was a good thing. In Luke 16 we find a parable about a man who is 
thinking more about where he3s going and how to use what he has to 
prepare for it, rather than trying to hang on to what he3s already lost. So it 
is with you—if you know your time on earth is short, why not leverage the 
money you still have under your authority—money you can3t take with you 
into the next life—and prepare for the life you are about to go into? 

Randy Alcorn, in his book, The Treasure Principle, says: 4You can3t take it 
with you, but you can send it on ahead. No hurse has ever been seen 
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pulling a U-Haul. You can3t take it with you…" 
1. #$á·Ù?v>í?ü�?:ýK%
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For you who are into the stock market: This is the ultimate insider-trading 
tip: Earth3s currency will become worthless when Christ returns. Alcorn 
says again,%4Financial planners tell us, �When it comes to your money, 
don3t think just three months or three years ahead. Think thirty years 
ahead.3%Christ, the ultimate investment counselor, takes it further. He says, 
�Don3t ask how your investment will be paying off in just thirty years. Ask 
how it will be paying off in thirty million years.’”


Jesus said in Matthew 6:19-20 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures 
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and 
steal, 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 
nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.
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2. David’s gratefulness led him to give 

He saw all that God had done for him and he wanted to give in response. 
In fact, at the end of 2 Samuel, God reveals the plot of land that the temple 
was to be built on, and tells David that he can provide the field for the 
temple. So David goes to the guy who owns it so he can buy it. And the 
guy says, 4David, you can just have it.” Look at 2 Samuel 24:24, It 
says, But the king said to Araunah, 4No, but I will buy it from you for a 
price. I will not offer burnt offerings to the Lord my God that cost me 
nothing.”


This is amazing. David insists on paying for it because he knows the issue 
is not providing something God needs; the main point is the statement 
David3s giving is making to God about his worth to David. So David says 
to Aranauh, I want to pay for it. Because I don3t want to give offerings to 
God that don't really cost me anything. There are some gifts that are 
valuable for the good they can do in the world, and some gifts that are 
priceless for the statement they make about the heart of the giver and the 
value of the God they serve. Honestly, there are many of you whose gifts 
to God don3t really cost you anything.  
If David was grateful to God because of what he3d seen God do, how 
much more should we be grateful to God? In Luke 15 we find Jesus so 
overjoyed with our coming to Him, that he instinctively threw a lavish party. 
Does that not make you want to pour your gifts back out on Him? 
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3. David obeyed God with his finances 

David recognized that all that he had belonged to God. He would do with it 
whatever God said. God owns our money, and so that3s our first thing—
just obey. There are some clear instructions about our money he has given 
us in the Bible, and we are to obey those, and there are times God3s Spirit 
puts on our hearts specific things he wants us to give.  
We3ll talk about this more next week, but a lot of time when the Bible talks 
about giving, it says things like, 4God stirred up (so and so3s) heart to 
give.” When Moses collected things to build the temple, he said 4let each 
one give as God puts it in his heart.” (Each one must give as he has 
decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 2 Corinthians 9:7)


Giving is supposed to be a Spirit-driven thing, in which the Spirit of God 
moves in your heart and you listen to Him and obey as he directs. I think 
the reason some people don't know what to give God is because 
they've never asked God what to give. 


3.#$8uÜPeJí%
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Have you? I believe that God will stir up in your hearts what He wants you 
to give. I won3t play the Holy Spirit and tell you what that is, and you don3t 
have to feel guilty because I3m not telling you that you3re not giving 
enough. I just want you to ask the question. Well, those are the 3 
principles that undergird every biblical teaching on money: God gives you 
money to invest in his kingdom; to give as offerings to God; and to do 
with it what he tells you.  

God3s focus on our giving is always on our hearts, never on our wallets. 
God doesn3t need our money. Generosity is not something he wants from 
us, but something he wants for us. Well, let3s shift over to the New 
Testament. I want you to see that Paul picks up these same 3 things in his 
teaching on giving. In 1 Tim 6:17–19, it says, As for the rich in this present 
age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on God...” 
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Riches have a way of stealing away your heart from God. It becomes the 
thing you hope in. Money becomes the thing that we think we need for life 
to be good. We can3t imagine a good life that doesn3t involve a healthy 
amount of money. Or it3s the one thing that we think has to be there in the  
future for us to feel secure. And very quickly, money replaces God in our 
hearts. God is to be our primary hope; he gives us our fundamental 
identity; he provides our most solid security. 
When Jesus was speaking to a group of people in Matthew 6 about 
worshipping money, he identified 2 personality types who have a problem 
with money, but in completely different ways... There are some who look at 
money as a source of beauty and significance. Money buys the good life. 
They work hard for money, and when they get it they spend it, because 
nice stuff makes them feel beautiful and important. Jesus says to them, 
4…Consider the lilies, they neither toil nor spin, yet even Solomon in all of 
his glory was not arrayed as beautifully as one of these.” Matthew 6:28-29
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He is pointing them to a beauty and significance God gives that goes way 
beyond what money can give. But there is another personality type that 
looks at money as security—money is their safeguard against a rainy day, 
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so when they get money they save it. To them, Jesus says, 4Consider the 
ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, 
and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 
Luke 12:24


By the way, ravens are not even good birds. Ravens are evil looking birds; 
universally regarded as pests. They are black, ugly, and threatening. 
Nobody has a pet raven. Jesus says, 4If God even takes care of the nasty 
old ravens, surely he3ll take care of you.” In other words, God can give a 
security way beyond anything that money can give. So Two personalities—
the saver and the spender: both have set their hope on the uncertainty of 
riches, rather than God. 

So Paul says, 4Tell them to set their hope on God; to make God their 
treasure and their trust...” “...who richly provides us with everything to 
enjoy.” I love that. God gives money as a blessing. He is glorified when we 
enjoy the money he3s given us. This verse gave me the ability to start to 
enjoy some of the blessings of money without guilt. I3m a dad, and I love to 
buy things for my kids and I love to see them enjoy them. God is like that. 
He loves to bless us with money and watch us enjoy the blessings of it. 

It continues in verse 18 They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to 
be generous and ready to share, 1 Timothy 6:18 (to take care of the poor; 
to advance the kingdom of God; to bless and support missionaries) 
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If we could apply the word 4rich” to one area of your life, what would it 
be? (rich in what you drive; where you live; or rich in good works? There is 
nothing wrong with a nice car or nice house, but that shouldn3t come 
before being 4rich in good works.” That3s a challenge for some: start re-
allocating your money until it would be said of you that you are mostly rich 
in good works, and then enjoy the rest of your money. 

“To be generous and ready to share,” is that you? Are your hands off of 
your money, ready to give to anyone who has a need? 

1 Timothy 6:19 thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good 
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly 
life.


He3s telling you, 4Give away your money to what matters—God3s eternal 
kingdom.” Do you see in this passage, what the focus is? Your heart. 

Many people were condemned in the New Testament over money... not 
because God needed it and they kept it from him, but because what they 
did with their money indicated that their heart belonged to a false 
God. 

God invites us to give so that we can go to war against the idolatry that 
corrupts and destroy our hearts. I gave you this statement last week. Here 
it is again: The primary purpose of giving is not that God would get the 
money out of our pockets, but that He would get the idols out of our 
hearts.


©ª56�LÔ“��”D<À·8H�1?Æ<ÌÍ(Hb·8²~?(��
çHezÇ?hi;H@8²~;���:ö?-�;Á}k�;e}|(I�

	 	  of 17 26



�ç(±É�!ç“��ö:”T¬;jpwU(D\;<Â8:5\�«
êÃH?v(��H�LU¯°#�êëy)8Eöc(ÅÆëyÄ-?
vT%

"PQ#Ì(tçêë"\Hr?H���ÔH?vf5(º»}�¨©�ñ²
?p?%
¨k�½"6:19>¯°IO�}?�â($»qw(|Ù6Å®É�7?�
ST%

Ù� H(“ÔH?vr8�²?c�P——í?ü�?:fT”H��Då
@/?�T\øÖ]r?H?¢T%
Ëtp8+«k0E�ivj^Ûy�ÅÆT\�>íñ²vÛÙ6Ç
�í(Û\�>Ù6·v?:>½¿Ù6?¢fç;<ÈÉ?íT%
íâã56�Ø(DÊ56¥�L2¬¦¦§58(�>¬¦¦§bÊËn
ÌÍ56?¢T5P§��HD�¾¿T¥U;Ö:�Ø?ß²C?I\²
í�56ÔÎ~ÔvfÈw(Û\²�56¢EÔ¬¦fÈwT

Three questions I ask about my giving: 

1. What does what you do with your money show that you delight in? 

2. What does what you do with your money show that you trust in? 

3. What does what you do with your money indicate what kingdom you are 
building? 
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In light of all that, I want to identify 5 kinds of financial gifts that Jesus 
followers should make. And I believe our giving should consist of all 5.
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1. Firstfruit giving  

I told you from the David story your primary obligation is to do what God 
commands you to do you're your money. Well, the first command God 
gives us in regards to our money is to give the firstfruit of it back to God. 
Firstfruit is a farming term. It referred to the fact that when God gave you a 
crop, you recognized it was from him and you acknowledged that by 
giving the first portion back to him. In the OT, that was almost always 
10%. People say 4tithe is not taught in the New Testament.” That3s true. 
But the principle of first-fruit giving is a universal, biblical giving principle. 
Plus…If we gave 10% under the law, how much more should we want to 
give under grace? 

In the Old Testament they gave 10%, so we say 10% is good place to 
start. In fact, God went so far as to say that the first-fruit belonged to Him 
and if they touched it, God considered it stealing. We shouldn3t touch the 
firstfruit. It doesn3t belong to us. It belongs to God. That3s the negative side 
of the command. The positive side is that there is a promise attached. The 
promise that God multiplies what you have when you give the firstfruit 
back to him. The firstfruit tithe ought to be given to your local church. In 
the Old Testament, that went back to God3s chosen instrument of work on 
earth, and I believe that3s the Biblical pattern to repeat. 

Without exception, tithers say, 4I3m blessed” or 4God has blessed me.” 
They all give the testimony that God is blessing them. In contrast, every 
non-tither I have ever spoken with gives this testimony: 4I can3t afford to 
tithe. They say, 4I can3t afford to!” But the truth is…You can3t afford not to! 

People say, 4Why should I have to give God my money?” That question is 
your first indication that something is wrong. God gave you the money; or 
the ability to make the money; you acknowledge that by giving the first 
10% back to him. People say, 4Well, this is just not a great time in my life; 
I3ve got a lot of expenses, and I just can3t afford it.” I want to be 
sympathetic of your situation, but can I tell you—there will always be an 
excuse. But The first part belongs to God. Don3t touch it. 
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I believe our perspective on tithing will change when we begin to see the 
local church as a visible manifestation of God3s Bride. In his book, the 
Blessed Life, Robert Morris uses an impactful illustration through this 
story. He says, “I have to go on an extended journey, and I choose three 
men for a special responsibility. I say to those three men, 4I3m going to 
send you each $10,000 every month. You may keep $9,000 of the money 
and spend it as you please. But I want you to give $1,000 each month to 
my wife for the meeting of her needs.” As promised, I send each of these 
men $10,000 monthly. After a few months, I call my wife and ask her if she 
is receiving the support I had arranged. 

Her reply is, 4Well, the first one is sending $1,000 each month, just as you 
instructed him. The second one is actually sending $2,000 a month. I don3t 
know why, but he is. But the third one sent $800 the first month, $300 the 
second month, and nothing the third month.” 

Now, as a husband who loves his wife with all his heart, what do you think 
I3m going to do? I am the one providing the money to these men. I3ve told 
them they can keep $9,000 for themselves. All I wanted them to do was 
give a mere 10 percent so that there could be food in my house! 
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Well, with the first man who was being faithful to follow my instructions, I 
am going to continue sending him that $10,000. But for the third man— 
the one who wasn3t satisfied with the 90 percent I graciously gave him—I 
am going to quit sending him $10,000 a month and send it to the most 
generous man instead. Why? Because I can trust the second man. He has 
demonstrated that he cares about what I care about. He is a good 
steward. What the third man was doing was the same as stealing from me. 

Malachi 3:8 says, Will man rob God? Yet you are robbing me. But you say, 
�How have we robbed you?3%In your tithes and contributions.
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Jesus has gone away for a season of time. He has said to each of us, 4I 
want you to take care of My Bride (the Church) while I am away by giving 
10 percent to My house. You can spend the remaining 90 percent as you 
desire.” Those who obey will be blessed. Those who go above and 
beyond will be blessed even more. But from those who refuse to do even 
the minimum, He3s going to take what they have and give it to someone 
who will be a good steward with it.

Matthew 25:29 says, 4For to everyone who has will more be given, and he 
will have an abundance. But from the one who has not, even what he has 
will be taken away.” 


The rewards of good stewardship are great. God doesn3t change. Tithing 
remains an extraordinary opportunity for blessing and abundance for those 
with the faith to trust Him.
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2. Investments in God3s kingdom  

The command is to not lay up for yourself treasures on earth... I don3t 
know how much clearer God could make it. Do not lay up for yourselves 
treasure on earth where moths and rust corrupt and thieves break through 
and steal. Matthew 6:19


Invest your money in things that truly matter; things that are truly life. The 
fact is…5 minutes after you die, how will you wish you3d allocated your 
money? Start living that way now! A healthy attitude toward money is 4Live 
and save sufficiently, give extravagantly.” 
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3. Love to God  

Just say to God, 4I love you!” Thank you for what you did to save me. 
Again…there are some gifts that are valuable for the good they can do in 
the world, and some gifts that are priceless for the statement they make 
about the heart of the giver and the value of the God they serve.


3.uPQ%
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4. Love others 

One of the things God has commanded us to do with our money is to 
share it with the poor. In fact, God gave you excess because there are 
some that are in need. Do you realize that? Do you know why God gave 
you excess? Because there are some he didn3t give enough to, and you 
are to share with them. This is4being rich in good works.” All kinds of 
people in the New Testament got condemned over their use of money, and 
this is almost always the issue. They took the money God had intended for 
them to share and hoarded it for themselves! 


4. uÙp%
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5. Holy Spirit prompted gifts  

2 Corinthians says to let 4each one give as he has purposed in his heart,” 
in other words, to listen to what the Holy Spirit puts in your heart to give. 
Have you asked Him?

For many people, their faith never becomes real until we hit this issue of 
money. Because that reveals what they trust in; what kingdom they most 
love and believe in; how much they get the gospel is shown by how 
grateful they are to God and how compassionate they are to the needs of 
others. 

One of the effects of the gospel is that it frees our fingers to loosen their 
grip on our stuff. Generosity is one of the great evidences of truly being a 
Jesus follower. Perhaps today has helped you realize that you haven’t 
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followed Jesus. John 3:16 says, 4For God so loved the world, that he gave 
his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have 
eternal life.


The problems is that sin has separated us from God, our perfect Father. 
And because of His generosity, He gave His son to pay in-full the penalty 
that we deserved. By His undeserved grace, He offers you freedom and 
restoration to a relationship with God. By faith you can receive His gift of 
salvation today by praying and confessing and turning away from your sin, 
recognizing Jesus’ death on the cross for you, and surrendering your life to 
Him. Would you invite Him into your life today? 
Let3s thank God for His generosity and ask Him to manifest His generous 
nature through us! And as a church, let3s breakout and go all-in for our 
families; for our neighbors; and for our world. 
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